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Letter from the President 

 

Amanda Gorman’s  
Inaugural Poem 

 

“When day comes, we ask ourselves, 
where can we find light in this never-
ending shade? 

The loss we carry. A sea we must wade.  
We braved the belly of the beast. 

We’ve learned that quiet isn't always 
peace, and the norms and notions of what 
“just” is isn't always justice. 

And yet the dawn is ours before we knew it. Somehow we do it. 

Somehow we weathered and witnessed a nation that isn't broken,  
but simply unfinished. 

We, the successors of a country and a time where a skinny black girl  
descended from slaves and raised by a single mother can dream of  
becoming president, only to find herself reciting for one. 

And, yes, we are far from polished, far from pristine, but that doesn't 
mean we are striving to form a union that is perfect. 

We are striving to forge our union with purpose. 

To compose a country committed to all cultures, colors, characters,  
and conditions of man. 

And so we lift our gaze, not to what stands between us,  
but what stands before us. 

We close the divide because we know to put our future first,  
we must first put our differences aside.                   

We lay down our arms so we can reach out our arms to one another. 

We seek harm to none and harmony for all. 

Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true. 

That even as we grieved, we grew.  That even as we hurt, we hoped. 
 

  That even as we tired, we tried.   

That we'll forever be tied together, victorious. 

Not because we will never again know defeat, but because we will  
never again sow division. 

Scripture tells us to envision that everyone shall sit under their own 
vine and fig tree, and no one shall make them afraid.                                                                                                                                                                                                     

(Continued on Page 3) 

Renee’ White 

E.W. Pearson Project Collaborative’s  

Racial Equity and  

Healing Event 

 
 

The Asheville City Council made local, state, and national 
news when they passed a resolution to provide reparations 
to African American residents. They continue to be commit-
ted to developing meaningful and sustainable solutions to 
helping historical injustices and inequalities. 

You are invited to join the E. W. Pearson Project Collabora-
tive at the 2021 E. W. Pearson Project Collaborative’s Ra-
cial Equity and Healing Event. 

The goal of the event is to provide residents information on 
how to work with elected leaders and their staff members to 
create and implement effective and sustainable policy chang-
es. The event will include a panel discussion and opportuni-
ties for the attendees to provide questions to further the 
discussion. 

The panelist includes School of Inquiry and Life Sciences at 
Asheville (SILSA) student, Seth L. Bellamy, Warren Wilson 
College Professor and Author, Dr. Rima Vesely-Flad, and 
Assistant City Manager, Richard White. The panel will dis-
cuss effective ways to address inequities in public policies, 
education, and the justice system via their focused lenses. 

To attend this FREE event, please register at https://
www.eventbrite.com/x/e-w-pearson-project-collaboratives
-racial-equity-and-healing-event-tickets-139052135681 

The E.W. Pearson Project Collaborative is a formalized col-
laboration of historically African American neighborhoods 
and an education nonprofit that was created based upon stra-
tegic guiding principles and goals. The Collaborative is com-
prised of Burton Street Community Association, East End/
Valley Street Neighborhood Association, Shiloh Community 
Association and Project Lighten Up. The Collaborative’s 
implementation efforts vary for each organization’s specific 
needs and strengths. 

The Collaborative’s Guiding Principles are: 

• The outcomes of our cross-cultural pollination efforts 
will result in a united front to improve the quality of life 
for our residents and program participants.  

• Our efforts will serve as a way to support and rebuild 
the connectivity of historically margined neighborhoods. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

East End/Valley Street Neighborhood Assoc iat i on 

 

 

 

Con fe r ence  Ca l l  Mee t i ng  
Thursday, March 11, 2021 at 6 pm  

Phone number to call is 1-602-610-2079  

and the code is 259858. 

E a s t  E n d  /  V a l l e y  S t r e e t   

Neighborhood Assoc iat i on  
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E. W. Pearson Project (continued from Page 1) 

• This partnership will continue to leverage social and historic 
capital to continuously improve as individual organizations and 
as part of a collective. 

• The current collective will set the foundation to lift the Collabo-
rative for generations to come. 

 
 

Seth Bellamy is a native of Asheville, North Car-
olina, and is currently enrolled at the School of 
Inquiry and Life Sciences at Asheville (SILSA). 
Seth was recently elected as the Student Body 
President. During his tenure at SILSA, Seth has 
been an innovative and forward-thinking leader 
who co-founded Keepin’ It R.E.A.L (Racial Eq-
uity Activating Leadership) which is the first 
racial equity club in Asheville High School and 
SILSA’s history. 

In addition to serving in his school, he is also actively involved in his 
community. He volunteers as a board member for Asheville City 
School Foundation and RHA’s Coalition for Substance Free Youth of 
Asheville/Buncombe County. Seth continues his work to address 
disparate health impacts by being a Minority Medical Mentoring Pro-
gram intern. Moreover, Seth has been identified as a champion for 
racial equity by his peers and school leaders. Seth is also a youth lead-
er in the Racial Equity Ambassadors Program, which teaches teach-
ers about cultural competency from a youth’s perspective. 

In 2019, Seth was chosen as a Distinguished Finalist for North Caro-
lina in the 2019 Prudential Spirit of Community Awards. The awards 
are conducted by Prudential Financial in partnership with the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP). In 2019, 
he was on the Asheville Buncombe Technical Community College 
Dean’s List for academic achievements. 

In 2020, he was accepted into the North Carolina Governor’s School 
Student in Social Science. He is also a current and past member of 
the National Honor Society Member. 

Upon completion of high school Seth will attend a university and 
receive a degree in Public Health. He has been accepted at North 
Carolina A& T University, UNC Chapel Hill, YALE, Howard Uni-
versity and various others. 
 
 

Dr. Rima Vesely-Flad is originally from Chica-
go and have been invested in grassroots activ-
ism since high school. She has worked as a wil-
derness instructor for adjudicated youth and 
founded a non-profit organization that focused 
on dismantling mass incarceration. In her early 
twenties, she spent many years traveling 
through Latin America and Southern and West 
Africa, including a year as a post-baccalaureate 
Fulbright Scholar in South Africa. Dr. Vesely-
Flad returned to the United States to continue researching and writ-
ing on Black liberation. In 2019-2020, she spent a year as a visiting 
scholar at Ashesi University in Ghana and was awarded a Fulbright 
Scholar Award to teach at the Ghana Institute of Management and 
Policy Administration (GIMPA). Dr. Vesely-Flad’s scholarly work 
focuses on the liberation of Black people. Her first book, Racial Puri-
ty and Dangerous Bodies: Moral Pollution, Black Lives, and the 
Struggle for Justice (Fortress Press, June 2017) focuses on the reli-
gious and philosophical origins of the construct of race and Black 
Lives Matter protests against disproportionate policing and imprison-
ment. Her current research project investigates Buddhist teachings 
and practices of teachers of African descent. Dr. Vesely-Flad is com-
pleting a manuscript, Black Buddhists and the Black Radical Tradi-
tion: The Practice of Stillness in the Movement for Liberation 
(Forthcoming NYU Press, 2021). She is deeply invested in healing 
intergenerational trauma of Black, Indigenous, People of Color and 
continue to work in state prisons.  

 

 

  

 

Coalition of Asheville Neighbor-

hoods (CAN) 
 
 

I am your CAN (Coalition of Asheville Neighborhoods) Repre-
sentative and I would like to give you an update on what we on 
CAN are up to. 

With all of the large proposed developments being submitted 
to the CoA we on CAN have formed committees to handle 
getting information to all of the neighborhoods. We have 
found that with developments not all neighborhoods know 
what is going on in other areas, or in their own neighborhoods. 

So, we are forming methodologies of communication that will 
be shared to all neighborhoods with consistency and clarity. 

Some of our current tackles working directly with City Staff 
are having live public comments during Boards and Commis-
sion meetings, extending the 200 ft rule for developers so that 
they will be required to notify CAN and surrounding neigh-
borhoods that could be impacted by a development, and con-
tinual negotiations with the noise ordinance and contributing 
to the discussion of the new Open Space Ordinance. 

I will be sending out information when our next general meet-
ing is. I am also a new appointee to NAC (Neighborhood Advi-
sory Committee) working with Brenda Mills, I will as I know 
more be giving out NAC information. 

Stay tuned and if anyone has any questions please feel free to 
contact me at ornamentalgardens@gmail.com    

Sharon Sumrall 

Dr. Rima Vesely-Flad currently directs Warren Wilson’s 
partnership with a local women’s prison and coordinate an 
Inside-Out program, in which Warren Wilson offers credit-
bearing classes to incarcerated students. Dr. Rima Vesely-
Flad and her spouse live in West Asheville with their two 
lovely children. 
 

Richard is an Asheville native who grew 
up in the East End and Mountainside 
neighborhoods. He is an Asheville High 
School graduate and a recipient of the 
Asheville City Schools System’s Super-
intendent Award. His educational back-
ground includes a Master's Degree in 
Public Administration from North Car-
olina State University (HUD Fellow) 
and a Bachelor's Degree of Arts from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill as a More-
head Scholar and North Carolina Fellow. He completed the 
UNC School of Government Municipal Administration 
Course. 

During his twenty-three year local government career, Rich-
ard has served in various roles with the City of Charlotte; 
Assistant to the Town Manager in Carrboro, North Carolina; 
Assistant Manager for Administrative and Community Ser-
vices with the Unified Government of Athens – Clarke 
County, GA, and prior to returning to Asheville in 2019, as 
Town Manager of Elon, North Carolina where he was instru-
mental in the establishment of the town’s fire department 
and the Town being designated as a North Carolina Main 
Street Community. He currently serves as an Assistant City 
Manager with the City of Asheville. His portfolio includes 
Water Resources, Public Works, Equity and Inclusion, Capi-
tal Projects, Sustainability, and Information Technology. 

He serves as a member of the Asheville City Schools Founda-
tion Board. Governor Roy Cooper appointed him to serve 
on the North Carolina Code Officials Qualification Board. 

Richard is married to Stacy Mance White and they are the 
proud parents of Gabrielle. 
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Starting in January 2021, the recycling 
week (A or B week) will change for about 1,400 City of 
Asheville residents.  The recycling DAY will remain the 
same, but the alternating WEEK will change. 
 

Residents who will be impacted by this change will re-
ceive a sticker on their cart notifying them of their new 
schedule, and those who are signed up for alerts with 
AVL Collects will receive a notification. These residents 
may also notice the change on the calendar mailer they 
will receive from the Sanitation Division.  
  
For the most up-to-date information on Sanitation sched-
ule changes, go to ashevillenc.gov/AVLcollects, check 
your personalized calendar by entering your address, and 
sign up for alerts. 
 
No residents with Tuesday collection will be impacted. 
Residents in these areas will be affected by the change 
and should look for a sticker on their cart. 
 
Call Curbside Recycling if you experience any issues with 
the transition at 828-252-2532.                             

 Helen Lindberg 
  

Recycling Day Changes from  

the City of Asheville  
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(Gorman Poem from Page 1) 

If we're to live up to our own time, then victory won't lie in the blade, 
but in all the bridges we've made. 

That is the promise to glade, the hill we climb, if only we dare. 

It's because being American is more than a pride we inherit. It's the 
past we step into and how we repair it. 

We've seen a force that would shatter our nation, rather than share it. 

Would destroy our country if it meant delaying democracy. 

And this effort very nearly succeeded. 

But while democracy can be periodically delayed, it can never  
be permanently defeated. 

In this truth, in this faith we trust, for while we have our eyes on the 
future, history has its eyes on us. 

This is the era of just redemption.  We feared at its inception. 

We did not feel prepared to be the heirs of such a terrifying hour. 

But within it we found the power to author a new chapter, to offer 
hope and laughter to ourselves. 

So, while once we asked, how could we possibly prevail over catastro-
phe, now we assert, how could catastrophe possibly prevail over us? 

We will not march back to what was, but move to what shall be: a 
country that is bruised but whole, benevolent but bold, fierce and free. 

We will not be turned around or interrupted by intimidation because 
we know our inaction and inertia will be the inheritance of the next 
generation, become the future. 

Our blunders become their burdens.  But one thing is certain. 

If we merge mercy with might, and might with right, then love be-
comes our legacy and change our children's birthright. 

So let us leave behind a country better than the one we were left. 

Every breath from my bronze-pounded chest, we will raise this 
wounded world into a wondrous one. 

We will rise from the golden hills of the West. 

We will rise from the windswept Northeast where our forefathers  
first realized revolution. 

We will rise from the lake-rimmed cities of the Midwestern states. 

We will rise from the sun-baked South. We will rebuild, reconcile, 
and recover. 

And every known nook of our nation and every corner called our 
country, our people diverse and beautiful, will emerge battered and 
beautiful. 

When day comes, we step out of the shade of flame and unafraid. 

The new dawn balloons as we free it. 

For there is always light, if only we're brave enough to see it. 

If only we're brave enough to be it.” 

 
 

 
 

I wanted us all to be reminded of the hope we should have for our  
Country, for our State, for our City and for our Neighborhood.  
2021 will be a great year. 
 

Renee' White, President 
East End /Valley Street Neighborhood Association 

 

 
 
 
 

Neighbors, it's time to start working on the plan for the 
new Community Garden at Stephens-Lee.  Our three 
raised beds produced lots of mustard greens, spinach and 
herbs, and we are very excited to lay out plans for 
Spring.  We are having a planning meeting via Zoom on 
Thursday, January 28 at 6pm.  Call Rose or Kim at Ste-
phens-Lee 828-350-2058 to be sent a link to the meet-
ing.  If you can't make the meeting, we also have a gar-
den survey we can send you!! 

 
 

 

The Fit 50 Challenge is geared to get  
you up and moving during these colder 
months.  It's pretty simple, just run, 
walk or roll for 50 miles by March 
31.  Lots of small group walks, videos 
and fun prizes to keep you motivated.  If 
you don't have a step tracker; no problem, you can bor-
row one from us.   

This FREE program begins February 1, so call the  
center soon to sign up.  Call Alic for more information. 

 
 
 
 

Kimberly Kennedy, Facility Manager 
Stephens-Lee Recreation Center 
30 George Washington Carver Avenue 
Asheville, NC  28801 
828-350-2058         828-552-1888 city cell 
kkennedy@ashevillenc.gov         www.ashevillenc.gov 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fashevillenc.gov%2FAVLcollects&data=04%7C01%7C%7C338749f1109146975b0208d8bb5ef48c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637465363786213287%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIj
mailto:kkennedy@ashevillenc.gov
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ashevillenc.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C749eb61c3fb64f13dd6e08d8bc23c100%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637466209028530841%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luM
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2021 MLK Celebrations for  

Asheville Held Online 

The format for the 2021 MLK Celebrations was dif-
ferent this year due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. The 
commemoration of forty (40) years of service, cele-
brations and programming was moved to online plat-
forms utilizing YouTube and Zoom.  

                                                                                                                                                Source: mlkasheville.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                      “ Love is the only force capable of  
   transforming  an enemy into a friend.” 

   Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
 

Photo Source:  Internet 

 

In 1926, Carter Godwin Woodson established  
Negro History Week, which later became Black History 
Month. The month of February was chosen in honor 
of  Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln, who were 
both born in that month. 
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and Nebula awards for her writing, as 
well as a "genius" grant from the 
MacArthur Foundation. 

When African American neurosur-
geon Ben Carson was a child, his 
mother required him to read two 
library books a week and give her 
written reports, even though she was 
barely literate. She would then take 
the papers and pretend to carefully 
review them, placing a checkmark at 
the top of the page to show her ap-
proval. The assignments inspired Car-
son's eventual love of reading and 
learning. 

Dr. Mayme A. Clayton, a Los An-
geles librarian and historian, amassed 
an extensive and valuable collection of 
Black Americana now found in a mu-
seum that houses an estimated 3.5 
million items. The collection includes 
works from a wide range of luminar-
ies, including Countee Cullen,  Mar-
cus Garvey, Zora Neale 
Hurston and Lena Horne. 

Nancy Green, who was formerly 
enslaved, was employed in the 1890s 
to promote the Aunt Jemima brand 
by demonstrating the pancake mix at 
expositions and fairs. She was a popu-
lar attraction because of her friendly 
personality, storytelling skills and 
warmth. Green signed a lifetime con-
tract with the pancake company, and 
her image was used for packaging and 
ads. 

A serious student, Condoleezza 
Rice entered the University of Den-
ver at the age of 15 and earned her 
Ph.D. by age 26. 

Source:  https://www.biography.com/news/
black-history-facts  

Barack Obama has won two Gram-
my Awards. He was first honored in 
2005 for the audio version of his 
memoir, Dreams from My Father (best 
spoken word album), and received 
his second Grammy (in the same 
category) in 2007 for his political 
work, The Audacity of Hope. 

Allensworth is the first all-Black Cali-
fornian township, founded and fi-
nanced by African Americans. Created 
by Lieutenant Colonel Allen Al-
lensworth in 1908, the town was 
built with the intention of establishing 
a self-sufficient city where African 
Americans could live their lives free of 
racial prejudice. 

Before Wally Amos became famous 
for his "Famous Amos" chocolate chip 
cookies, he was a talent agent at the 
William Morris Agency, where he 
worked with the likes of The Su-
premes and Simon & Garfunkel. 

Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinat-
ed on friend Maya Angelou's birth-
day, on April 4, 1968. Angelou 
stopped celebrating her birthday for 
years afterward, and sent flowers to 
King's widow, Coretta Scott King, for 
more than 30 years, until Coretta's 
death in 2006. 

Louis Armstrong learned how to 
play the cornet while living at the 
Colored Waif's Home for Boys.  Arm-
strong earned the nickname 
"Satchmo" which was a shortened 
version of the moniker "satchel 
mouth." 

Female science fiction athor Octavia 
Butler was dyslexic. Despite her 
disorder, she went on to win Hugo 

Little Known Facts About Black History 

Check out these 5 fascinating African Americans 
forgotten in History at:   
https://www.biography.com  

Mary Ellen Pleasant: Entrepreneur and Activist 

Bessie Coleman: Pioneer Aviatrix 

Jesse LeRoy Brown: Navy Pilot 

Matthew Henson: Arctic Explorer 

William H. Hastie: Lawyer and Judge 

Renee’ White — Restocking the food pantry 
Photo credit by Leslie Abbott 



 

St. James AME Church and the Ameri-
can Red Cross are hosting an upcoming 
blood drive. Please join our lifesaving mission 
and schedule an appointment today! Drive 
Details:  

Site: St. James AME Church  
Address: 44 Hildebrand St, Asheville, NC, 28801  
Room Name: Fellowship Hall 
Date: Wednesday, February 10, 2021 
Time: 11:00 AM - 3:30 PM 
Blood Program Leader Name: Tabitha Bagwell Blood  
To make an appointment:   
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give  

We need you! Urgent Need for all blood types. Testing blood 
donations for COVID-19 Antibodies. The need for blood is 
constant and only volunteer donors can fulfill that need for 
patients in our community. Nationwide, someone needs a unit 
of blood every 2 to 3 seconds and most of us will need blood in 
our lifetime.  
 

Thank you for supporting the American Red Cross blood pro-
gram!  
 

Download the Red Cross Blood Donor App on the App Store, 
Google Play or text BLOODAPP to 90999.  
 

Schedule appointments, view your blood type and results of 
your mini-physical, and track your donations.  
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George Washington Carver Edible 

Park Workday 

"Join us for another community workday 
at the Edible Park, Friday February 26, 
from 2:30pm to 5:30pm. The park is 
located at 30 George Washington Carver 
Avenue, next to Stephens-Lee. This 
month we will be focusing on mulching 
pathways, light tree pruning, and clear-
ing invasives. There will be a hands on 
demo of each pruning technique as well as a tour of the park. This 
will be a recurring event every fourth Friday of the month. 
 

Please wear a mask to this event and maintain social distance prac-
tices. Stephens-Lee is not open to the public so we won’t be able to 
use the bathrooms there. You might see children in and out of the 
facility, but they are only open for the learning pods program for 
right now due to Covid-19. We will have some extra tools for folks 
to use as well as hand sanitizer, but any gloves, loppers, pruners or 
weeding tools you can bring are much appreciated. The community 
workdays being presented for the residents of the City of Asheville 
are in partnership with the City of Asheville.  

 

For the most up-to-date information, please visit the Dr. George 
Washington Carver Edible Park Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/Dr-George-Washington-Carver-Edible-Park-
620672487948577.  Come give your time and support to Ashe-
ville's first edible forest ecosystem! We look forward to seeing 
you!"                                                         Helen Lindberg 
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Jim Abbott —Caring for the environment 
Photo credit by Leslie Abbott 

Upcoming B lood Drive  

 

 

 

  

Rosa Walker Advancement Initiative 

(RWAI) is working closely with the East 

End Valley Neighborhood Association in 

providing equitable academic opportu-

nities to students within the local communities.  We have 

a limited number of laptop computers to lend out to stu-

dents who are need this academic school year.   

Please review the criteria below to determine if you meet 

qualifications and to apply:   

• Student is unable to obtain and use a computer from 
their local school.   

• Student and/or family does not have access to a lap-
top or computer at home to be used for educational 
purposes.   

• Student must prove they are registered for school.   
• Computers will be distributed on a first come first 

serve basis.   
• Computers will be loaned for the duration of each 

academic year.   
• Computers must be returned by the last day of each 

academic year.   
 

The Rosa Walker Advancement Initiative Board will re-
view summer school needs when appropriate.   
  

If you are interested in applying, please contact the RWAI 

board at 828-215-4123 or email at RWAISJ@gmail.com.   
 

 

Please remember there is limited supply and laptops 

will be distributed on a first come first serve basis.   

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FDr-George-Washington-Carver-Edible-Park-620672487948577&data=04%7C01%7C%7C98f0b47487bb45789fb208d8bb5d720e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637465357308353452%7CUn
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FDr-George-Washington-Carver-Edible-Park-620672487948577&data=04%7C01%7C%7C98f0b47487bb45789fb208d8bb5d720e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637465357308353452%7CUn
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FDr-George-Washington-Carver-Edible-Park-620672487948577&data=04%7C01%7C%7C98f0b47487bb45789fb208d8bb5d720e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637465357308353452%7CUn
mailto:RWAISJ@gmail.com


 

Executive Board 
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Health and Human Services News and Infor-

mation  www.buncombecounty.org/Governing/Depts/
HHS  
 

Asheville Parks and Recreation 
www.ashevillenc.gov/departments/parks  
 

Buncombe Rx Card    

www.coast2coastrx.com/buncombe-nc  
 

United Way NC 2-1-1 Information Referral   
Free and low-cost services and programs to assist you, but 
they can also connect your call and follow-up to ensure your 
needs were met. Help 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and 365 
days a year. 

 

Phone Numbers:  

APD Non-Emergency ............................. 828-252-1110 

Animal Services .................................... 828-250-6670 

Justice Resource Center .......................... 828-250-6401  

Parks & Recreation  ............................... 828-250-4260 

Public Health ....................................... 828-250-5000 

Voter Registration ................................. 828-250-4209 

          is an emergency and non-emergency 
notification system that enables the City of Asheville to pro-
vide you with the information that you want to receive via 
the communication methods that you choose.  Sign up to 
receive alerts at:  www.ashevillenc.gov 

 
 
 
 

 

East End/Valley Street is the oldest and most historically significant 
African-American neighborhood in Asheville. Once the center of 
African-American life in Asheville, the neighborhood was connect-
ed to The Block (Eagle, Market Streets) and Valley Street (now 
South Charlotte), which was the heart of the neighborhood. The 
Block — home of the historic YMI Cultural Center, a pharmacy, 
law offices, other businesses and recreation — was once a draw for 
African-Americans from the entire region where renowned celebri-
ties and musicians from across the country performed. 

 It is in East End/Valley Street that almost all of the first African-
American churches of various denominations were located—St. 
Matthias’ Episcopal, Nazareth First Missionary Baptist, Calvary 
Presbyterian, St. James’ AME, Hopkins Chapel AME Zion, and 
Berry Temple Methodist Episcopal. It is here that the city’s first 
school for black students was established—at St. Matthias’ in 1867. 
It was here that two of the most significant schools for African-
Americans in the city were located—Allen High School, a private 
(Methodist) school for girls, and Stephens-Lee High School, a pub-
lic school that became something of a community center and a cen-
ter for black culture and education for the whole region in the mid-
Twentieth Century. 

In the 1970s, Asheville’s urban renewal projects changed every-
thing. Long ignored by the city, the neighborhood’s infrastructure 
and many homes were in code violation. At that time a significant 
portion of the neighborhood was razed, not only changing the face 
of the neighborhood, but connections between families and friends 
were unalterably changed. Residents were dispersed all across the 
city — some never to return. Read more about East End/Valley 
Street and urban renewal here: Twilight of a Neighborhood 

The neighborhood has recently seen a surge in development with 
infill building of apartments and single-family homes. For sale signs 
are popping up on parcels no one ever expected to be developed. 
That development, and closeness to town, has brought about a shift 
in demographics from predominately African-American family 
homes to many white families moving in. Located within a few 
minutes walk from downtown, the East End has become a location 
of choice for people looking for the “Asheville lifestyle.” 

Established in 2010, the East End/Valley Street Neighborhood 
Association has re-constituted itself.  Old and new residents are 
now working side by side in a concerted effort to re-create that lost 
sense of community, preserve and protect our rich African-
American heritage, re-connect the two parts of what was once a 
single unified neighborhood, and make sure that the neighborhood 
and its residents are actively involved in any decisions affecting 
their future. Once again, as the Association’s motto boldly pro-

claims, “The East End Is Rising!” 

www.eastendvalleystreet.org 

Find us at: 

www.eastendvalleystreet.org 
Facebook and Nextdoor.com  

Instagram        
eastendvalleystreet@gmail.com 

PO Box 7341   Asheville NC 28802 
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