
 

 
 
 
 
 

East End /Valley Street Neighborhood Association,  
MAHEC and St. James AME Church will sponsor FREE 
COVID testing on Saturday, September 12 from  
2 pm to 6 pm in the parking lot at Stephens Lee. 
There will be free food and care bags distributed. If you 
would like to volunteer contact 828-273-2242. 

 

Letter From The President 

Hello Neighbors,  

We are back and mov-
ing forward. I hope that 
this newsletter finds 
you all well and safe as 
we survive the COVID
-19 pandemic. Our 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion has continued to move forward 
in our endeavors and efforts to make 
our neighborhood a safe and happy 
place to live.  

We are in crucial times and it will 
take all of us to strive on making posi-
tive changes and bringing peace and 
love within our communities. The 
East End /Valley Street Neighbor-
hood Association stands in solidarity 
with the #BlackLivesMatter move-
ment and all who are fighting to dis-
mantle racism and inequalities that 
are clouding our society. Injustices in 
our African-American communities 
have to STOP! Not only racial ine-
qualities but political, economic, 
educational, housing, health and sys-
temic disparities need to be correct-
ed. Community residents themselves 
need to be the decision makers about 
what will affect their lives and impact 
their place in society. We believe in 
bringing people together to create 
change and doing it in a positive non-
violent way, as the Great John Lewis 
said lets get into “good trouble, nec-
essary trouble.”  

Join me on this journey 
to make our neighbor-
hood thrive and be a 
prime example of what 
a world of no hatred, 
but love, no racism but 
color blindness, no 
killing, but helping 
people to live, no 

judgement, but understanding, 
no big ME, but big US, no I, but 
WE and no division but together-
ness, no discrimination but 
equality, no injustices but fair 
justice and last but not least, no 
malice or envy but helping hands 
for all mankind. The pandemic 
will not destroy us but make us 
strong and resilient. We can be 
the winds beneath each other’s 
wings and the sun that shines in 
each other’s lives.  

 

PLEASE ENCOURAGE 
EVERYONE TO VOTE  
LIKE NEVER BEFORE!  

 

I am looking forward to change 
in 2021 and helping to make our 
Neighborhood a role model of 
what all communities should be.  
 
Peace, Love and Happiness to all.  
 
Renee’ White, President  

East End /Valley Street  
Neighborhood Association  
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Early Vot ing  

for the 2020 General Election 

Thursday, October 15 - Saturday, October 31 

  Registered voters may use any of the 16 Early Voting loca-
tions. The deadline to register to vote for the Nov. 3 General 
Election is October 9. Same-day registration is also available  
at any of the Early Voting sites.  During Early Voting, be sure 
to check out the Election Services’ Wait Map, which tells 
you how many voters are in line at a location in real time. 
  Buncombe County is committed to having a safe and secure 
election in the midst of the COVID-19 global pandemic. For 
more information about precautions regarding COVID-19, 
visit the website below.  
 

Early Voting dates and times:  

October 15 - 30: 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.- 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, 10 a.m.- 3 p.m.        Sunday, 10 a.m.- 3 p.m. 
 

October 31 (last day): 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 
 

Source: https://www.buncombecounty.org/governing/depts/election/
news_detail.aspx? 
 

Absentee Bal lots  
 

Anyone can request an absentee ballot for any reason by com-
pleting a 2020 North Carolina Absentee Ballot Request Form 
at: https://www.buncombecounty.org/common/election/
absentee-ballot-request-form.pdf . If you are unable to print 
the form you may pick one up at the election services office, 
or call (828) 250-4200 and one will be mailed to you. The 
voter or the voter’s near relative must return it one of the 
following ways:  

  
-Mail it to: P.O. Box 7468, Asheville, NC 28802 
-Hand deliver it to the drop box located in the entryway of the 
office at 77 McDowell St., Asheville, NC 28801 

For elections in 2020, voters may also return the state absen-
tee request form in the following ways:  

 
-Email the form to elections@buncombecounty.org 
-Fax the form to (828) 250-6262 

The deadline to return the completed Absentee Ballot Request 
Form is Tuesday, October 27, 2020, at 5 p.m. We are cur-
rently accepting absentee request forms and voters are en-
couraged to return the form earlier than the deadline.   
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Asheville Parks & Recreation  

Receives $80,000 Grant for  

Community Nutr i t ion Hub  

 

The City of Asheville is pleased to announce that Asheville 
Parks & Recreation has been awarded an $80,000 grant from 
the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) for the 
development of a community nutrition hub at the Stephens-Lee 
Community Center, 30 George Washington Carver Ave.  This 
grant will help improve our community’s access to healthy 
foods, support services and physical activity.  Plans include 
providing educational programming, a community resource 
guide and connecting residents to healthy food options.   

“This grant gives us the opportunity to develop a comprehen-
sive wellness program specifically designed to meet the needs of  
our community,” said  Asheville Parks & Recreation Director 
Roderick Simmons.  “Creating a needs assessment and working 
with other organizations and community members with a com-
mon goal gives us the ability to leverage all our resources to make a real difference.”  The grant is funded by a $2.5 million gift NRPA 
received from the Walmart  Foundation to build capacity in parks and recreation agencies to serve as intentional community nutrition 
hubs that improve health outcomes for community members.  For more information, visit  www.nrpa.org.    

For more information about Asheville Parks & Recreation, visit the department’s website at: www.ashevillenc.gov/parks  
or Facebook page at www.facebook.com/APRCA.      
Source:  www.ashevillenc.gov/parks       Posted by Polly McDaniel 

 

phone, they are available to help 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week, and 365 days a year. 
Don’t expect to talk to a machine or need 
to press buttons to navigate where you 
want to go. Compassionate, trained refer-
ral specialists answer your call when you 
dial 2-1-1 in search of supportive re-
sources. Not only will our staff find free 
and low-cost services and programs to 
assist you, but they can also connect your 
call and follow-up to ensure your needs 
were met.  

Wouldn't it be great if there was one 
place you knew you could call when 
you have questions and are in need of 
help? The United Way of North Caro-
lina serves western North Carolina 
through the NC 2-1-1 Asheville Call 
Center for that very reason.  

When you dial 2-1-1 from your tele-

Dr. George Washington 
Carver Edible Park Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We haven’t 
had a workday 
since February 
because of the 
Covid-19 pan-
demic, but we 
are still work-
ing behind the scenes to improve the Edible 
Park. Very soon, with help from the Nutri-
tion Hub Grant, we will be installing a vege-
table garden in the Stephens-Lee parking lot 
area. The goats have also been in the park this 
summer helping us with kudzu eradication. 
Thank you goats! Hopefully, we will be able 
to meet in the near future for more work-
days. Keep an eye on the Dr. George Wash-
ington Carver Edible Park Facebook Page for 
more updates: https://www.facebook.com/
Dr-George-Washington-Carver-Edible-Park-
620672487948577                  Helen Lindberg 

United Way NC 2-1-1 Information 

 

 

 
 

High Beginner—Improver Level class  
 
 

Tuesdays 10:00-11:00 AM  
September 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  

 

Stephens-Lee Recreation Center   
30 George Washington Carver Ave 

 

in the shady end of the parking lot 
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2020 

April 1: This is Census Day, a key 
reference date for the 2020 Cen-
sus—not a deadline. We use this day 
to determine who is counted and where 
in the 2020 Census. When you respond, 
you'll tell the Census Bureau where you 
live as of April 1, 2020, and include 
everyone who usually lives and sleeps in 
your home. You can respond before or 
after that date. We encourage you to 

 

 

respond as soon as you can. 

Starting mid-April:  
The Census Bureau mailed paper ques-
tionnaires to homes that had not yet 
responded online or by phone. 

July 1 - September 3: Census takers 
will work with administrators at colleg-
es, senior centers, prisons, and other 
facilities that house large groups of peo-
ple to make sure everyone is counted. 

August 11 – October 31: Census 
takers will interview homes that haven't 
responded to the 2020 Census to help 
make sure everyone is counted. 

December: The Census Bureau will 
deliver apportionment counts to the 
President and Congress as required by 
law. 

Source:  2020census.gov 

 

Counting every person living in the United 
States is a massive undertaking, and efforts 
begin years in advance. Here's a look at 
some of the key dates along the way, as they 
are currently scheduled: 

 

 

 

 

 

I wanted to share with the entire board some pictures from 

last Saturday and Monday's Student STEM box handout at  

St. James AME Church.  So everyone is aware each student 

box was filled with either a Mindware or Kinex STEM  

activity box, a glow in the dark Terrarium kit, educational 

worksheets, instructions for the STEM contest, a mask, hand 

sanitizer and food.  The RWAI handed out 50 boxes between 

Saturday and Monday for students in kindergarten through 

8th grade.  Students and parents were very happy and  

surprised by the number of items within the box and some  

couldn't wait to get home to get started. 

One student has already sent in her STEM build with a  

written paper for the STEM challenge.  I will create a drop 

box link for all challenge submissions and send out to the 

RWAI board members after August 15th.  Everyone will  

then have access to all submissions and as a group we can  

pick the top three students in each category.   

Thank you to all the board members that helped build and 

hand out the boxes.  Please let me know if you have any  

questions.   

Melanie Hadley 

STEM Project Coordinator 

CENSUS Timeline -It’s Not Too Late! BULKY ITEM Pickup 

Remember, if you 
see bulky items 
(mattresses, couch-
es, etc) or brush, 
while you are out 
exercising or walk-
ing the dog, please 
report it to the City of Asheville at (828) 
251-1122 or use the Asheville App.  

 

 

Health and Human Services News and 

Information  www.buncombecounty.org/
Governing/Depts/HHS  
Asheville Parks and Recreation 
www.ashevillenc.gov/departments/parks  
Buncombe Rx Card   

www.coast2coastrx.com/buncombe-nc  
Phone Numbers:  

APD Non-Emergency .........  828-252-1110  
Animal Services  ................828-250-6670 
Justice Resource Center  ..... 828-250-6401  
Parks & Recreation  ............828-250-4260 
Public Health  ...................828-250-5000 
Voter Registration  .............828-250-4209 

STEM BOX PROJECTS First Grader First and Second Graders 

Eighth Grader Second and Third Graders 
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